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literal abstract & symbolic representations
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Designers strive to create original 
designs as well as re-creations of 
existing ideas with a novel, ap-
proach to form and function. 

This project strives to cultivate ideas 
at the most basic interpretative 
level: the five senses.  

Shown here, in my project, are 
three of the human senses in their 
literal, abstract, and symbolic repre-
sentations.

sight, sound, taste



exploration/interpretation of point & line

This exercise demonstrates the effi-
cacy of basic shapes for the convey-
ance of emotion and ideas.

The assignment shown here features 
points that depict aggression, ten-
sion, and grace.

Also featured are lines depicting 
sadness, tension, and grace.

The results are quite surprising. 
Simple gestures can contain power-
ful connotations.
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sketches of various seating options 
on the oval, OSU campus
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exploration of line 3D

The object shown here is a three 
dimensional rendition of a sketch 
for  the previous line interpretation 
project .

For me, this project was more sat-
isfying than some of the other as-
signments.  Instead of working on 
a computer screen with pixels and 
intangibles, something tangible re-
sulted from my efforts.

The wires, all arranged around 
the same axis, portray an incissive 
quality that is difficult to achieve 
with many other materials.  
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exterior lamp on Derby Hall 
at OSU
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exploration of black and white squares

Two dimensional design figures can 
juse as suggestive as the aforemen-
tioned methods.  
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In this assignment, black and 
white squares are used to por-
tray specific emotions such as 
order, boldness, congestion, 
increase, playful, and tension. 

This project, purely an exercise 
in form, left all of my attempts 
half hearted.  This project was 
more droll and less pragmatic 
than some others, and so did not 
play well to my abilities.   
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entrance of Derby Hall, OSU
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planar pumpkin translation

Similar to a value portrait, this 
project used an organic, three 
dimensional medium instead of 
pen and paper.  

Selection of inclusional elements 
was paramount in the initial de-
sign of the project.  Some facial 
lines were critical to achieve the 
desired appearance, while oth-
ers were expendible.  

This is a truly unique medium. It 
requires distinctive observation-
al skills, unlike what is used for 
most other projects. 



sketch of a firehydrant on the oval at OSU
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3D squares

I enjoyed this project more than most 
of the others.  I am a pragmatic per-
son who enjoys working either with 
tangibles or designing on paper, as 
opposed to manipulating shapes and 
colors on a screen.  This project gave 
rise to the need for physical problem 
solving, not just aesthetics.  Strict rigor 
was used when constructing this proj-
ect, which led to a remarkably sturdy 
structure with little need for adhesive. 

This project is a three dimensional rep-
resentation of the previous black and 
white square project.  This creation 
features all of the six emotions in one 
composition.
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klingon

This project fosters awareness of 
continuity of forms in a typographic 
system or visual communication 
design.  

I had no idea as to the intricacies 
of type faces and so to make a new 
family of letterforms was a genuine 
experience.  This a strict exercise in 
the idea of continuity.  



sketch of the numbers garden at OSU
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line icon

This assignment promotes the abil-
ity to simplify an organic form into 
a single line.  

preliminary sketch 
for wire form

The translation of a pho-
tograph of a rooster into 
the iconic form shown here 
involves carful consideration 
of appropriate inclusion 
of features.  Sharp edges 
were rounded and feathery 
forms, simplified to gain the 
desired iconic image.  The 
final product depicts a roost-
er delivering his sonorous 
crow.    
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loose sketch of a restaurant with 
unique sinage on High Street
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object renderings
This assignment was intended to 
improve our observation of ob-
jects.  Successful rendition re-
quired that we view the object in 
abstract terms, not always exact-
ly how the object appears to the 
eye.  Various media and drawing 
styles were utlized to capture the 
essense of the object.

The object in this case was an 
electronic plug adaptor.  Its small 
scale allows the designer to ma-
nipulate and enhance the per-
spective. This changes the sense 
of scale providing a more inter-
esting composition.  page 16
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